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European foreword 

This document (EN 131-3:2018) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 93 “Ladders”, the 
secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by July 2018 and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by July 2018. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent 
rights. 

This document supersedes EN 131-3:2007. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association. 

Compared to EN 131-3:2007, the following changes have been made: 

a) clear distinction between provisions for safety marking on the ladder and user instructions; 

b) specification of basic safety signs in accordance with ISO 3864-2 and supplementary safety 
information symbols; 

c) requirements for combination ladders, extending ladders, hinge-joint ladders, telescopic ladders 
and mobile ladders with platform added. 

This standard is part of a series of standards on “Ladders” that consists of the following parts: 

— Part 1: Terms, types, functional sizes; 

— Part 2: Requirements, testing, marking; 

— Part 3: Marking and user instructions; 

— Part 4: Single or multiple hinge-joint ladders; 

— Part 6: Telescopic ladders; 

— Part 7: Mobile ladders with platform. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Turkey and the United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard advises on the safe use of ladders covered by the scope of EN 131-1 and 
fulfilling the requirements of EN 131-1, EN 131-2 and, for single or multiple hinged-joint ladders, 
EN 131-4, for telescopic ladders EN 131-6 and for mobile platform ladders EN 131-7. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and are 
indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated 
references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 131-1, Ladders — Part 1: Terms, types, functional sizes 

EN 131-2, Ladders — Part 2: Requirements, testing, marking 

EN 82079-1, Preparation of instructions for use — Structuring, content and presentation — Part 1: 
General principles and detailed requirements 

EN ISO 7010, Graphical symbols — Safety colours and safety signs — Registered safety signs (ISO 7010) 

ISO 3864-1, Graphical symbols — Safety colours and safety signs — Part 1: Design principles for safety 
signs and safety markings 

ISO 3864-3, Graphical symbols — Safety colours and safety signs — Part 3: Design principles for graphical 
symbols for use in safety signs 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of the document, the terms and definitions given in EN 131-1 and EN 131-2 and the 
following apply. 

3.1 
producer 
manufacturer of a product and any other person presenting himself as the manufacturer by affixing to 
the product his name, trade mark or other distinctive mark, or the person who reconditions the 
product; or 

manufacturer's representative, when the manufacturer is not established in the Community or, if there 
is no representative established in the Community, the importer of the product; or 

other professionals in the supply chain, insofar as their activities may affect the safety properties of a 
product 

[SOURCE: Directive 2001/95/EC, Chapter 1, Article 2, e)] 
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