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National Foreword

I.S. EN 16869:2017&AC:2018 is the adopted Irish version of the European Document EN 16869:2017,
Design/construction of Via Ferratas

This document does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a contract. Users are responsible
for its correct application.

For relationships with other publications refer to the NSAl web store.

Compliance with this document does not of itself confer immunity from legal obligations.

In line with international standards practice the decimal point is shown as a comma (,) throughout this
document.
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1 Modifications to 4.1.2.1
Replace

"(Engineered Air System)"

With

"(Energy Absorbing System)"
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European foreword

This document (EN 16869:2017) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 136 “Sports,
playground and other recreational facilities and equipment”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by May 2018, and conflicting national standards shall be
withdrawn at the latest by May 2018.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document includes the corrigendum EN 16869-1:2017/AC:2018 which corrects a phrase in clause
4.1.2.1.

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
Turkey and the United Kingdom.
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1 Scope

This European Standard specifies design, inspection and maintenance requirements applicable to a Via
Ferrata.

It is not applicable to ropes courses (covered by EN 15567) or to trails only equipped with progression
aids such as foot-steps, ladders, handrails, chains, cables, ropes.

2 Normative references
The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and are

indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated
references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

EN 958, Mountaineering equipment - Energy absorbing systems for use in klettersteig (via ferrata)
climbing - Safety requirements and test methods

EN 12275, Mountaineering equipment - Connectors - Safety requirements and test methods

EN 12277, Mountaineering equipment - Harnesses - Safety requirements and test methods

EN 12385-1, Steel wire ropes — Safety — Part 1: General requirements

EN 12385-2, Steel wire ropes — Safety — Part 2: Definitions, designation and classification

EN 12385-3, Steel wire ropes — Safety — Part 3: Information for use and maintenance

EN 13411-1, Terminations for steel wire ropes — Safety — Part 1: Thimbles for steel wire rope slings
EN 13411-2, Terminations for steel wire ropes — Safety — Part 2: Splicing of eyes for wire rope slings
EN 1990, Eurocode - Basis of structural design

EN 1991-1-2, Eurocode 1: Actions on structures - Part 1-2: General actions - Actions on structures exposed
to fire

EN 1991-1-3, Eurocode 1 - Actions on structures - Part 1-3: General actions - Snow loads
EN 1991-1-4, Eurocode 1: Actions on structures - Part 1-4: General actions - Wind actions

EN 1993-1-11, Eurocode 3 - Design of steel structures - Part 1-11: Design of structures with tension
components

ISO 1920-3, Testing of concrete — Part 3: Making and curing test specimens

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1

Via Ferrata

route, generally on rocky terrain, consisting of a fixed climbing installation including a safety line where
the user is not supervised

Note 1 to entry:  The mere presence of a wire cable/rope on a mountain route does not constitute a Via Ferrata
(e.g. Hornli Ridge on Matterhorn).
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