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On Tuesday 18th December, CEN and the European Commission signed, on an exceptional basis,
a License Agreement for the sponsored access to two CEN technical publications on e-Invoicing,
namely the European Standard EN 16931-1:2017 ‘Electronic Invoicing - Semantic data model of
the core elements of an electronic invoice’ and Technical Specification TS 16931-2:2017 -
Electronic invoicing - Part 2: ‘List of syntaxes that comply with EN 16931-1".

They support the implementation of the Directive 2014 /55 /EU on “Electronic Invoicing in public
procurement” by specifying the essential elements that an electronic invoice shall consider and

identifying the list of syntaxes to express them for the purpose of compliance with the relevant
legal provisions.

Both specifications have been made directly available to the public, via the CEN’s National
Standardization bodies on: 2019-01-15. Interested users can find a list of the national access
points for EN 16931-1:2017 here and for TS 16931-2 here.

Use of CEN/TC 434’s deliverables

The duration of the License Agreement is for the life of the current versions of the deliverables.
In case of a revision or renewal/confirmation of the publications, the agreement will be renewed
under the terms to be agreed by CEN and the European Commission. End-users shall not be
requested to pay an additional fee, considering that access has been pre-paid by the European
Commission.

The CEN’s members will continue to distribute the other elnvoicing deliverables, other than EN
16931-1:2017 and TS 16931-2:2017, under their usual commercial practices and can e.g. enter
into similar license agreement at national level with national authorities.

In line with a recent decision of the CEN’s Administrative Board (53/2018), all the CEN elnvoicing
deliverables can be used for the development of derivative applications, i.e. to allow users to
implement them into software and other electronic applications deriving from these deliverables
- without territorial limitation.

Guidance for the use of CEN/TC 434’s deliverables

Derivative applications, which are based on or use information from this publication shall include
a statement to the users clarifying that this is an implementation of the publication and stating
that such reproduction is with the permission of CEN and (name of NSB).

Itis indeed important to indicate that CEN and (name of NSB) bear no liability from the use of the
content and implementation of such derivative application and five no warranties expressed or
implied for any purpose of such implementation. In case of doubt, users shall always refer to the
content of the publication provided by (name of NSB), which makes available the official
authoritative text.


https://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:110:0::::FSP_PROJECT,FSP_ORG_ID:60602,1883209&cs=104E4C4FA3744A8DEA8E98A7B500306FD
https://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:110:0::::FSP_PROJECT,FSP_ORG_ID:60603,1883209&cs=1E8864A037C0A48A349F9EE75DAF18E01
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014L0055
https://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:35:0::::FSP_SURR_WI:60602&cs=1A95FE5A7CD28F54A73A5DC37E6CED80C
https://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:35:0::::FSP_SURR_WI:60603&cs=16D9046561CD82E73F6537A98E2D614E0
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1.S. xxx: Irish Standard — national specification based on the consensus of an expert panel and subject to public consultation.
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National Foreword

S.R. CEN/TS 16931-2:2017 is the adopted Irish version of the European Document CEN/TS 16931-2:2017,
Electronic invoicing - Part 2: List of syntaxes that comply with EN 16931-1

Access to this publication is sponsored by the European Commission.

Users are allowed to make derivative use of this publication. Derivative applications, which are
based on or use information from this publication shall include a statement that is well visible to
the users clarifying that this is an implementation of the publication and stating that such
reproduction is with the permission of CEN and NSAI as copyright owners.

CEN and NSAI bear no liability from the use of the content and implementation of such derivative
application and give no warranties expressed or implied for any purpose of such implementation. In
case of doubt, users shall always refer to the content of the publication provided by NSAI which
makes available the official authoritative text here (www.standards.ie).

Users are invited to apply the following statement on each issued electronic invoice: “This invoice
complies with I.S. EN 16931-1:2017 and S.R. CEN/TS 16931-2:2017".

This document does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a contract. Users are responsible
for its correct application.

For relationships with other publications refer to the NSAI web store.

Compliance with this document does not of itself confer immunity from legal obligations.

In line with international standards practice the decimal point is shown as a comma (,) throughout this
document.
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION CEN / TS 16931-2
SPECIFICATION TECHNIQUE

TECHNISCHE SPEZIFIKATION June 2017

ICS 35.240.20; 35.240.63

English Version

Electronic invoicing - Part 2: List of syntaxes that comply
with EN 16931-1

Facturation électronique - Partie 2: Liste de syntaxes Elektronische Rechnungsstellung - Teil 2: Liste der
conformes avec EN 16931-1 Syntaxen, die die EN 16931-1 erfiillen

This Technical Specification (CEN/TS) was approved by CEN on 17 April 2017 for provisional application.

The period of validity of this CEN/TS is limited initially to three years. After two years the members of CEN will be requested to
submit their comments, particularly on the question whether the CEN/TS can be converted into a European Standard.

CEN members are required to announce the existence of this CEN/TS in the same way as for an EN and to make the CEN/TS
available promptly at national level in an appropriate form. It is permissible to keep conflicting national standards in force (in
parallel to the CEN/TS) until the final decision about the possible conversion of the CEN/TS into an EN is reached.

CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
Turkey and United Kingdom.

. — |

EUROPEAN COMMITTEE FOR STANDARDIZATION
COMITE EUROPEEN DE NORMALISATION
EUROPAISCHES KOMITEE FUR NORMUNG

CEN-CENELEC Management Centre: Avenue Marnix 17, B-1000 Brussels

© 2017 CEN  All rights of exploitation in any form and by any means reserved Ref. No. CEN/TS 16931-2:2017 E
worldwide for CEN national Members.
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European foreword

This document (CEN/TS 16931-2:2017) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 434
“Electronic invoicing”, the secretariat of which is held by NEN.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive 2014 /55/EU

[2].
This document is part of a set of documents, consisting of:

— EN 16931-1:2017 Electronic invoicing - Part 1: Semantic data model of the core elements of an
electronic invoice

— CEN/TS 16931-2:2017 Electronic invoicing - Part 2: List of syntaxes that comply with EN 16931-1

— CEN/TS 16931-3-1:2017 Electronic invoicing - Part 3-1: Methodology for syntax bindings of the
core elements of an electronic invoice

— CEN/TS 16931-3-2:2017 Electronic invoicing - Part 3-2: Syntax binding for ISO/IEC 19845 (UBL
2.1) invoice and credit note

— CEN/TS 16931-3-3:2017 Electronic invoicing - Part 3-3: Syntax binding for UN/CEFACT XML
Industry Invoice D16B

— CEN/TS 16931-3-4:2017 Electronic invoicing - Part 3-4: Syntax binding for UN/EDIFACT INVOIC
D16B

— CEN/TR 16931-4:2017 Electronic invoicing - Part 4: Guidelines on interoperability of electronic
invoices at the transmission level

— CEN/TR 16931-5:2017 Electronic invoicing - Part 5: Guidelines on the use of sector or country
extensions in conjunction with EN 16931-1, methodology to be applied in the real environment

— CEN/TR 16931-61 Electronic invoicing - Part 6: Result of the test of the European standard with
respect to its practical application for an end user - Testing methodology

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the
following countries are bound to announce this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and
the United Kingdom.

1n preparation.
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Introduction

The European Commission states that “The mass adoption of e-invoicing within the EU would lead to
significant economic benefits and it is estimated that moving from paper to e-invoices will generate
savings of around EUR 240 billion over a six-year period” [3]. Based on this recognition “The
Commission wants to see e-invoicing become the predominant method of invoicing by 2020 in Europe.”

As a means to achieve this goal, Directive 2014/55/EU [2] on electronic invoicing in public
procurement aims at facilitating the use of electronic invoices by economic operators when supplying
goods, works and services to the public administration (B2G) as well as support for the trading between
economic operators themselves (B2B). In particular, it sets out the legal framework for the
establishment and adoption of a European standard (EN) for the semantic data model of the core
elements of an electronic invoice (EN 16931-1:2017).

The core invoice model as described in EN 16931-1:2017 is based on the proposition that a limited, but
sufficient set of information elements can be defined that supports generally applicable invoice-related
functionalities.

In line with Directive 2014 /55/EU [2], and after publication of the reference to EN 16931-1:2017 in the
Official Journal of the European Union, all contracting public authorities and contracting entities in the
EU will be obliged to receive and process an e-invoice as long as:

— itisin conformance with the semantic content as described in EN 16931-1:2017;

— it is represented in any of the syntaxes identified in CEN/TS 16931-2, in accordance with the
request referred to in paragraph 1 of article 3 of the Directive 2014 /55/EU;

— it is in conformance with the appropriate mapping defined in the applicable subpart of
CEN/TS 16931-3.

This CEN Technical Specification provides the conclusions following the assessment of the following
four syntaxes:

e UN/CEFACT Cross Industry Invoice XML message as specified in XML Schemas 16B (SCRDM - CII);

e UN/EDIFACT INVOIC message as present in the United Nations rules for Electronic Data
Interchange for Administration, Commerce and Transport (UN/EDIFACT) [8] directory version
D.14B [10];

e UBL invoice and credit note messages as defined in ISO/IEC 19845:2015;
e Financial Invoice FinanciallnvoiceV01 message [9] based on ISO 20022.

The assessment was based on the criteria provided by the Standardization Request [1] issued in
accordance with the provisions of Article 3 of Directive 2014/55/EU [2].

EN 16931-1:2017 and its ancillary standardization deliverables will enable semantic interoperability of
electronic invoices, and help remove market barriers and obstacles to trade deriving from the existence
of different national rules and standards - and thus contributing to the goals set by the European
Commission.
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