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National Foreword

I.S.  EN  17368:2020 is the adopted Irish version of the European Document EN  17368:2020, Laminate  floor 
coverings  -  Determination  of  impact  resistance  with  small  ball

This document does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a contract. Users are responsible
for its correct application.

For relationships with other publications refer to the NSAI web store.

Compliance  with this  document does  not of  itse lf  confer immunity  from legal obligations .       

In line with international standards practice the decimal point is shown as a comma (,) throughout this
document. 
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European foreword 

This document (EN 17368:2020) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 134 “Resilient, 
textile and laminate floor coverings”, the secretariat of which is held by NBN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by August 2020, and conflicting national standards shall 
be withdrawn at the latest by August 2020. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of 
North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the 
United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This document specifies a method of assessment of surface resistance to impact with a small ball tester 
and relates to the surfaces of laminate floor coverings according to EN 13329, EN 14978 or EN 15468. 
The test is generally carried out on parts of the laminate floor panels with suitable sizes. 

2 Normative references 

There are no normative references in this document. 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

ISO and IEC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following addresses: 

— IEC Electropedia: available at http://www.electropedia.org/ 

— ISO Online browsing platform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp/ui 

3.1 
test panel 
laminate panel which is to be tested 

3.2 
test specimen 
part of the test panel used for testing 

3.3 
test field 
part of test surface affected by the impact stress and evaluated 

4 Principle 

The surfaces are tested by application of impacts by means of a defined dropping weight, which has a 
spherical impact head with a diameter of 10 mm. The points of impacts are visually examined for 
damage. The test intensity is raised by gradually changing the falling height of the impact head until at 
least 1 of 5 impacts at the same falling height leads to a surface damage. The impact resistance is the 
highest falling height without damages. 

5 Apparatus 

5.1 Test apparatus 

5.1.1 General 

Test apparatus with the following characteristics and parameters (Figure 1: Example of a suitable 
version of the test apparatus): 

5.1.2 Cylindrical impactor, with Ø: (25 ± 1) mm with spherical impact head with (10 ± 0,5) mm 
diameter of sphere, which is mounted to a dropping weight 

5.1.3 Mass of impactor, including impact head: (100 ± 1) g 
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