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Preface

This Technical Report was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand 
Committee IT-019, Information and Documentation, Information Technology — Learning, Education, 
Training and Research.

The objective of this Technical Report is to provide recommendations that are intended to build 
consensus on which International Standards for e-textbooks can be developed. This Technical Report is 
a follow up to the collection of inputs from interested parties and aims to—

(a) review the current state of the e-textbook market;

(b) summarize LET requirements for e-textbooks based on use cases and survey of interested parties;

(c) review existing data standards that are referenced by potential e-textbook standards;

(d) describe key terms and concepts that underpin any further discussion on e-textbook Standards;

(e) propose a set of functionalities that will be required for e-textbook reader software;

(f)	 make	recommendations	for	any	modification	to	existing	data	standards;	and

(g) make recommendations for any new data standards that might be needed.

This Technical Report is identical with, and has been reproduced from, ISO/IEC TR 18120:2016, 
Information technology — Learning, education, and training — Requirements for e-textbooks in education.

As this document has been reproduced from an International Technical Report, a full point substitutes 
for a comma when referring to a decimal marker.

Australian or Australian/New Zealand Standards that are identical adoptions of international 
normative references may be used interchangeably. Refer to the online catalogue for information on 
specific	Standards.

The	 terms	 “normative”	 and	 “informative”	 are	 used	 in	 Standards	 to	 define	 the	 application	 of	 the	
appendices or annexes to which they apply. A “normative” appendix or annex is an integral part of a 
Standard, whereas an “informative” appendix or annex is only for information and guidance.
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