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Preface

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee JT-001, Strategic 
Advisory Committee.

The objective of this Standard is to establish requirements for a management system for sustainable 
development in communities, including cities, using a holistic approach, with a view to ensuring 
consistency with the sustainable development policy of communities.

The intended outcomes of a management system for sustainable development in communities include —

(a) managing sustainability and fostering smartness and resilience in communities, while taking into 
account the territorial boundaries to which it applies;

(b) improving the contribution of communities to sustainable development outcomes;

(c) assessing the performance of communities in progressing towards sustainable development 
outcomes and the level of smartness and of resilience that they have achieved; and

(d)	 fulfilling	compliance	obligations.

This Standard is intended to help communities become more resilient, smart and sustainable, through 
the implementation of strategies, programmes, projects, plans and services, and demonstrate and 
communicate their achievements.

This Standard is intended to be implemented by an organization designated by a community to establish 
the organizational framework and to provide the resources necessary to support the management of 
environmental, economic and social performance outcomes. A community that chooses to establish 
the	 organizational	 framework	 by	 itself	 is	 considered	 to	 constitute	 an	 organization	 as	 defined	 in	
this Standard.

This Standard is applicable to communities of all sizes, structures and types, in developed or developing 
countries,	at	local,	regional	or	national	levels,	and	in	defined	urban	or	rural	areas,	at	their	respective	
level of responsibility.

This Standard can be used in whole or in part to improve the management of sustainable development 
in communities. Claims of conformity to this Standard, however, are not acceptable unless all its 
requirements are incorporated into an organization’s management system for sustainable development 
in	communities	and	fulfilled	without	exclusion.

This Standard is identical with, and has been reproduced from, ISO 37101:2016, Sustainable development 
in communities — Management system for sustainable development — Requirements with guidance for use.

As this document has been reproduced from an International Standard the following applies:

(i)	 In	the	source	text	“this	International	Standard”	should	read	“this	Australian	Standard”.

(ii) A full point substitutes for a comma when referring to a decimal marker.

Australian or Australian/New Zealand Standards that are identical adoptions of international 
normative references may be used interchangeably. Refer to the online catalogue for information on 
specific	Standards.

The	 terms	 “normative”	 and	 “informative”	 are	 used	 in	 Standards	 to	 define	 the	 application	 of	 the	
appendices	or	annexes	to	which	they	apply.	A	“normative”	appendix	or	annex	is	an	 integral	part	of	a	
Standard,	whereas	an	“informative”	appendix	or	annex	is	only	for	information	and	guidance.
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