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Preface

This Standard was prepared by the joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee SF-
015, Industrial Height Safety Equipment, to supersede in part AS/NZS 1891.1:2007, Industrial fall-arrest 
systems and devices, Part 1: Harnesses and ancillary equipment.

The objective of this Standard is to specify requirements for the materials, design, manufacture, testing 
and marking of full-body, combination and lower-body harnesses designed for working at height.

The major changes in this edition are as follows:

(a) Separation of the document ( AS/NZS 1891.1:2007) into separate documents as follows:

(i) Harness manufacture (this Standard).

(ii) Lanyard and pole strap manufacture ( AS 1891.5).

(b) Alteration of the testing requirements to align with International Standards and foreseeable 
use while balancing the need to maintain appropriate safety margins in design. These 
changes include:

(i) A requirement to test each harness dynamically and then statically.

(ii)	 A	reduction	of	test	loads	to	reflect	this	new	testing	process.

(iii) The adoption of a steel wire test lanyard to improve test repeatability.

(iv) Aligning as far as practicable to International Standards.

This	 document	 is	 the	 first	 part	 of	 the	 following	 series	 of	 Standards	 dealing	 with	 this	 area	 of	
industrial safety:

AS/NZS 1891.1, Personal equipment for work at height, Part 1: Manufacturing requirements for full body, 
combination and lower body harnesses (this Standard)

AS/NZS 1891.2, Industrial fall-arrest systems and devices, Part 2: Horizontal lifeline and rail systems

AS/NZS 1891.2 Supp 1, Industrial fall-arrest systems and devices, Part 2: Horizontal lifeline and rail systems, 
Supplement 1: Prescribed configurations for horizontal lifelines (Supplement to AS/NZS 1891.2:2001 )

AS/NZS 1891.3, Personal equipment for work at height, Part 3: Manufacturing requirements for fall-
arrest devices

AS/NZS 1891.4, Industrial fall-arrest systems and devices, Part 4: Selection, use and maintenance

AS 1891.5, Personal equipment for work at height, Part 5: Manufacturing requirements for lanyard 
assemblies and pole straps

The above series of Standards is part of a suite which also includes:

AS/NZS 4488.1, Industrial rope access systems, Part 1: Specifications

AS/NZS ISO 22846.1, Personal equipment for protection against falls — Rope access systems — Part 1: 
Fundamental principles for a system of work

AS/NZS ISO 22846.2, Personal equipment for protection against falls — Rope access systems — Part 2: 
Code of practice

AS/NZS 5532, Manufacturing requirements for single-point anchor device used for harness-based 
work at height
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The	 terms	 “normative”	 and	 “informative”	 are	 used	 in	 Standards	 to	 define	 the	 application	 of	 the	
appendices to which they apply. A “normative” appendix is an integral part of a Standard, whereas an 
“informative” appendix is only for information and guidance.
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