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Australian Standards® are living documents that reflect progress in science, technology and 

systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new editions 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee HE-020, Medical 

Refrigeration, to supersede part of AS 3864—1997, Medical refrigeration equipment—For 

the storage of blood and blood products. 

The objective of this Standard is to safeguard recipients of blood transfusions by ensuring 

that blood and blood products are properly and safely stored at the required temperature in 

refrigeration equipment or walk-in rooms specifically manufactured for the purpose. 

The Standard consists of two parts: 

Part 1: Manufacturing requirements (this Standard) 

Part 2: User-related requirements for care, maintenance, performance verification and

calibration 

The principle differences between this edition and the 1997 edition are as follows: 

(a) Separation of the Standard into two parts. Part 1 describes the requirements for 

manufacturers of medical refrigeration equipment used for storing blood and blood 

products. Part 2 is intended for the users of this type of equipment and describes the 

requirements for its care, maintenance, performance verification and calibration. 

(b) Recognition of the variety of data management technologies available for acquisition 

and storage of data from temperature recording devices. 

(c) Recognition of advancements in refrigeration system technology. 

The term, ‘normative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the 

appendix to which it applies. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard. 
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