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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee, CH/26, on Safety in Laboratories, to supersede AS 2243.1—1990.

The objective of this Standard is to provide general information, recommendations and
procedures which will promote safe working in laboratories.

This edition has been rewritten to take account of the publication of AS 2982—1996,
Laboratory constructionand also includes clauses on assessment of risk as applied to
laboratory safety.

The Standard comprises Part 1 of a 10-part series designed to provide basic coverage of all
important aspects of the safety function in laboratories. It deals with the general aspects of
safety common to all kinds of laboratories and is intended to be used in conjunction with
other Parts of the series, which relate to particular aspects of laboratory operations and to
particular kinds of hazards. It stresses the importance of preventive measures and sets out the
organization of safety techniques, emergency procedures, andfirst aid.

The other Parts in the series are as follows:

Part 2: Chemical aspects
Part 3: Microbiology
Part 4: Ionizing radiations
Part 5: Non-ionizing radiations
Part 6: Mechanical aspects
Part 7: Electrical aspects
Part 8: Fume cupboards
Part 9: Recirculating fume cabinets
Part 10: Storage of chemicals

The terms‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A‘normative’ appendix is an integral part
of a Standard, whereas an‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance.
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