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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee WS/13 on Septic Tanks
to supersede AS 1547—1973,Code of practice for disposal of effluent from small septic
tanks and SAA Int 320—1951, Code of recommended practice for the disposal of
domestic sullage.

The objective of this Standard is to provide designers of disposal systems with
requirements for the design and location of such systems.

The life and efficiency of a disposal system will vary according to the parameters
described in this Standard, and no such system should be considered as suitable for long-
term disposal of sullage and septic tank effluent. Provision should be made for the
maintenance and the future extension of each disposal system.

A separate and additional approval or licence may be necessary if disposal by absorption
well is contemplated.

The application of this Standard does not circumvent other approvals or licences
necessary from any relevant regulatory authority.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral
part of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and
guidance.
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