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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Water Safety Signs and
Symbols, to supersede AS 2416—1985.

This edition has been revised to include eleven new signs which have been tested for
comprehension in accordance with AS 2342. All of the new signs met the test requirements
except as noted in the Table in Appendix A. Also included are two new beach flags designed
for optional use in conjunction with, and to enhance, certain regulatory signs. Sign 217,
Beware Strong Undercurrent or Rip, has been deleted due to its poor performance in the
comprehension test. No alternative which met the comprehension requirements for this
referent could be devised.

The Standard has a greatly expanded section on the design and use of signs, including signs
using text only where no symbolic sign is available or suitable for the purpose.

In the course of this revision, consideration was given to altering the specified usage of flags
on beaches to control swimming and surfing. It was proposed that closure of a section of
beach to supervised swimming or surfing would be indicated by the addition of crossed flags
to the specified Swimming Prohibited signs. However, a research project and report* by the
University of NSW, Department of Psychology, commissioned by the NSW Inter-
departmental Committee on Water Safety, found inter alia, that public comprehension of the
meaning of the crossed flags was not reliable. The only change in this edition to the
previously specified use of the Swimming Prohibited sign to indicate the closure of a beach
to swimming, has therefore been a recommendation that an all-red flag be displayed in
conjunction with the Swimming Prohibited sign to enhance its visual impact.

The term ‘normative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the appendix
to which it applies. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard.

* ADAMS, A. S. Water safety flags and signs: Report to the New South Wales Inter-departmental Committee
on Water Safety, University of NSW, March 1994.

 Copyright STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be
reproduced, stored in a retr ieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writ ing from
Standards Australia. Permission may be condit ional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information on
commercial software royalties should be directed to the head off ice of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use exclusively
in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia wil l also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edit ion of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the
Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identif ied.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.

This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



3 AS 2416— 1995

CONTENTS

Page

FOREWORD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL
1.1 SCOPE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
1.2 OBJECTIVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
1.3 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
1.4 DESIGN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
1.5 DEFINITIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

SECTION 2 DESIGN AND USE OF FLAGS
2.1 DESIGN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
2.2 APPLICATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

SECTION 3 DESIGN AND USE OF SIGNS
3.1 GENERAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
3.2 CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
3.3 COLOUR, SHAPE AND ENCLOSURE CODING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
3.4 SIGN LAYOUTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
3.5 USE OF SYMBOLS AND SYMBOLIC SIGNS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
3.6 SIGN SIZE, LEGEND AND LEGIBILITY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
3.7 SIGN FACE MATERIALS AND COLOURS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
3.8 SIGN CONSTRUCTION, ERECTION AND REMOVAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
3.9 SITING OF SIGNS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
3.10 MAINTENANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
3.11 SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIC SIGNS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

APPENDIX A STANDARD WATER SAFETY SYMBOLIC SIGNS . . . . . . . . . . . 18

Originated as AS 2416 — 1980.
Previous edition 1985.
Third edition 1995.

This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



This is a free preview.  Purchase the entire publication at the link below:

Product Page

Looking for additional Standards? Visit Intertek Inform Infostore 

Learn about LexConnect, All Jurisdictions, Standards referenced in Australian legislation

https://shop.standards.ie/en-ie/standards/as-2416-1995-124521_saig_as_as_261910/
https://www.intertekinform.com
https://www.intertekinform.com/en-au/regulatory-management/lexconnect-and-codeconnect/

