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Review of Standards. To keep abreast of progress in industry, Joint Australian/New
Zealand Standards are subject to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue of
amendments or new editions as necessary. It is important therefore that Standards users
ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any amendments thereto.

Full details of all Joint Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards
Australia and Standards New Zealand Catalogue of Publications; this information is
supplemented each month by the magazines ‘The Australian Standard’ and “Standards
New Zealand’, which subscribing members receive, and which give details of new
publications, new editions and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.

Suggestions for improvements to Joint Standards, addressed to the head office of either
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand, are welcomed. Notification of any
inaccuracy or ambiguity found in a Joint Australian/New Zealand Standard should be
made without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action
taken.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 96034 in Australia and in
New Zealand.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee
WS/13/1 On-site Domesti c-wastewater M anagement to supersede AS 1547-1994, Disposal systems
for effluent from domestic premises and, in part, NZS 4610:1982 Household septic tank systems.

The revision has been broadened in scope to:

(@

(b)

(©)

(d)
C)
(f)
(9)
(h)

Include performance statements necessary to define outcomes and to accommodate new
technologies.

Providethebasic performance provisionsfor septic tanks (AS/NZS 1546.1-1998) and introduce
performance requirementsto cover all types of wastewater-treatment units and land-application
systems.

Set out the administrative and managerial responsibilities, and the education and training
needed to ensurethat on-site domestic-wastewater systems could be effectivelong-term options.

Give guidance on operation and maintenance of on-site domestic-wastewater systems.
Give guidance for on-site evaluation.

Give guidance on soil assessment.

Provide options for on-site domestic wastewater-treatment and land-application systems.

Give guidance on design, construction and installation.

Thisrevision does not address issues of sustainable reuse of wastewater.

This Standard is presented in four parts:

PART 1.  Generd

General background and definitions relevant to the whole Standard.

PART 2. Performance

Performance statements for on-site domestic-wastewater systems.

PART 3:  Management of on-site domestic-wastewater systems

Detailed discussion of the requirementsfor effective management of on-site domestic-
wastewater systems, including their operation and maintenance.

Thisisan informative Part of the Standard.

PART 4:  Means of compliance

Means of compliance with the performance statements of Part 2.
41 Site-and-soil Evaluation

4.2 Land-application systems

4.3 Wastewater-treatment units

4.4  Other wastewater systems

4.5 Construction and installation

Appendices accompany Clauses 4.1, 4.2, 4.3 and 4.5.
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Part 3 of this Standard covering management of the construction and use of on-site domestic-
wastewater systemsisinformative only. Its presence in this Standard reflectsitsimportance to the
Committee.

Theterms‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the application
of the appendices to which they apply. For example, a‘normative’ part or appendix is an integral
part of the Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is for information and guidance only.

Clauses prefixed by “Comment and printed in italic are comments, explanations, and summaries
of technical background, recommended practice or suggest approaches that satisfy the intent of
the Standard.
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