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This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 06103. 
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Keeping Standards up-to-date 
Australian Standards® are living documents that reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new editions 
are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves they are 
using a current Standard, which should include any amendments that may have been 
published since the Standard was published. 
 
Detailed information about Australian Standards, drafts, amendments and new projects can 
be found by visiting www.standards.org.au 
 
Standards Australia welcomes suggestions for improvements, and encourages readers to 
notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or ambiguities. Contact us via email at 
mail@standards.org.au, or write to Standards Australia, GPO Box 476, Sydney, NSW 2001. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee SF-041, General 

Principles for the Guarding of Machinery to supersede AS 2939—1987, Industrial robot 

systems—Safe design and usage. 

During its work, the Committee agreed to use the International Standard ISO 10218-1, 

Robots for industrial environments—Safety requirements, Part 1: Robot as the basis for this 

Australian Standard. This action will ensure the continuing consistency of machinery safety 

standards with each other as well as maintaining a consistent approach to machinery safety 

standards in Australia. 

Hazards associated with robots are well recognized but the sources of these hazards are 

frequently unique to a particular robot system. The number and types of hazards are directly 

related to the nature of the automation process and the complexity of the installation. Risks 

associated with these hazards vary with the type of robot used, its purpose and the way in 

which it is installed, programmed, operated and maintained. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 
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