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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by Standards Australia Committee BD-095, Retail Food 

Premises, in response to a request from the Food Standards Australia New Zealand 

(formerly ANZFA), to provide the food industry, the construction industry and governments 

across Australia with uniform criteria for the hygienic design, construction and fit-out of 

food premises. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide criteria for architects, the construction industry 

and health and building regulators to cooperatively ensure that buildings used by food 

businesses are designed, constructed and fitted out in compliance with the requirements of 

the Australian Food Standards Code, Standard 3.2.3, Food Premises and Equipment, which 

will assist food businesses to produce safe food. 

The scope of the Standard is limited to permanent buildings used by the food service 

industry, by food retailers and by small-scale food manufacturers. The Australian Building 

Codes Board (ABCB) is also considering including specific requirements for food premises 

in the Building Code of Australia (BCA). 

When preparing plans for new food premises or alterations to existing premises, advice 

should be sought from the appropriate government agency responsible for food safety in the 

area where the premises is located. 

Notes to clauses in this Standard do not form a mandatory requirement for compliance with 

this Standard. 

The Committee wishes to acknowledge the assistance of the Australian Institute of 

Environmental Health in the preparation of this document, particularly for permission to use 

their publication The National Code for the Construction and Fitout of Food Premises, 

which is superseded by this Standard. Valuable assistance was also given by organizations 

experienced in the design and construction of food premises and the Committee 

acknowledges their help. 
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