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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about Standards can be found by visiting the Standards 
Australia web site at www.standards.com.au and looking up the relevant Standard 
in the on-line catalogue. 

Alternatively, the printed Catalogue provides information current at 1 January each 
year, and the monthly magazine, The Australian Standard, has a full listing of 
revisions and amendments published each month. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Contact us via email at mail@standards.com.au, or write to the Chief 
Executive, Standards Australia International Ltd, GPO Box 5420, Sydney, NSW 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by Standards Australia Committee SF-046, Non-diving Work in 

Compressed Air and Hyperbaric Treatment Facilities, to supersede AS CA12—1970, Work 

in compressed air (known as the SAA Compressed Air Code). 

Technological advances and a greatly increased availability of data concerning the effects 

of working in compressed air have identified a need to expand and split this Standard into 

two parts with Part 1 (this part) essentially a revision of AS CA12—1970 covering work in 

tunnels, shafts and caissons, and Part 2 specifying requirements for work in hyperbaric 

oxygen facilities. 

The revision includes the insertion of metric values with both figures for bar gauge (as used 

in the industry) and the SI unit of kilopascals shown to reduce the risk of errors in 

conversions between the two. The Standard has been modified extensively during this 

revision and attention is drawn to the following changes: 

(a) The Standard has been modified to address tunnel boring machines. 

(b) Staged decompression using oxygen breathing has been specified. 

(c) A requirement has been added for a hazard identification, risk assessment and control 

process to be conducted prior to work in compressed air being undertaken. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendices. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard, 

whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 
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