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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared on behalf of the Standards Australia Multi-Technics Board to supersede
AS 3202—1989, Approval and test specification—Electrosurgical equipment when AS 3200—1986
is withdrawn. It is technically equivalent to IEC 601-2-2, Medical electrical equipment, Part 2: Particular
requirements for the safety of high frequency surgical equipment, second edition and is technically
compatible with IEC 601-1 (1988), Medical electrical equipment, Part 1: General requirements for
safety, second edition.

This Standard is one of a series of Approval and Test Specifications issued by Standards Australia
for individual items of electromedical equipment. It is supplementary to AS 3200.1—1990, Approval
and test specification—Medical electrical equipment, Part 1: General requirements for safety. Only
safety matters and closely aligned conditions are covered. In some instances, however, these are
more stringent than for most electrical appliances because of the additional requirements necessary
to ensure the safety of the patient, and because of the environmental conditions, e.g. high humidity
and hazardous locations, in which some equipment is likely to be used.

The clauses of this Particular Standard supplement or modify the corresponding clauses in
AS 3200.1—1990. As stated in Clause 1.3 of AS 3200.1—1990, the requirements of a specific
Standard take priority, where appropriate, over those of AS 3200.1—1990. Where the reference
in the text of this Standard indicates an ‘amendment’, ‘addition’ or ‘replacement’ of the relevant
requirements, tests or explanatory notes of AS 3200.1, these changes are made to the relevant
text which then becomes part of the Standard.

Where the Australian requirements differ from the International specifications, to accommodate

Australian conditions and weli-accepted safety practices, a marginal bar is situated alongside the
|EC text, and Appendix ZZ details the Australian specifications and rationale for the deviations.

For the purposes of the Australian Standard, the IEC text should be modified as follows:
(@) The term ‘NEUTRAL ELECTRODE' is to be read as ‘DISPERSIVE ELECTRODE".

(b) Replace references to the ‘General Standard’ with AS 3200.1—1990, Approval and test
specification—Medical electrical equipment, Part 1: General requirements for safety.

The Standard continues to specify requirements for the safety of high frequency electrosurgical
equipment only, with requirements dealing with high frequency therapeutic diathermy equipment
(short wave, microwave and ultrasonic) being covered in separate Standards.

Details of the numbering of sections, clauses, subclauses, figures and appendices and of print
types used in the Standard are to be found in the Introduction. Decimal places have been designated
by a comma in the text of the Standard and, in keeping with Australian practice, by a full stop
in Appendix ZZ.

_This Standard requires reference to AS 1939—Degrees of protection provided by enclosures for
electrical equipment (IP Code): _
Under arrangements made between Australia and the International Standards bodies; ISO-and——
IEC, as well as certain other Standards organizations, users of this Australian Standard are advised
that copyright is vested in Standards Australia.

© Copyright — STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writing from Standards
Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information on
commercial software royalties should be directed to the head office of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use exclusively
in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the
Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identified.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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