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Keeping Standards up-to-date

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new
editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. Standards may
also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves they are using a
current Standard, which should include any amendments which may have been
published since the Standard was purchased.

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.saiglobal.com.au or Standards New Zealand
web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in the on-line
catalogue.

For more frequent listings or notification of revisions, amendments and withdrawals,
Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand offer a number of update options. For
information about these services, users should contact their respective national
Standards organization.

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either Standards
Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back cover.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR AS/NZS 5377.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee EV-019, E-waste.

The objective of this Standard is to provide guidance and specify requirements for the safe
and environmentally sound collection, storage, transport and treatment of end-of-life
electrical and electronic equipment in order to maximize re-use and material recovery;
reduce or eliminate the amount of waste from this equipment going to final disposal
operations such as landfill; safeguard worker health; and minimize harm to the
environment.

This Standard is designed with the principles of ecological sustainable development in
mind, including lifecycle assessment, the precautionary principle and the principle of due
diligence. Operations involved in the collection, storage, transport and treatment of
electrical and electronic products, whether it be for re-use of parts or recycling purposes,
are encouraged to understand all obligations and take all reasonable and practicable steps to
ensure that these products are managed in a manner that will protect human health and the
environment against the adverse effects that may result from such wastes. Lack of full
scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing feasible measures to
prevent environmental degradation or adverse health and safety effects.

This Standard recognizes that there are general laws in place regulating how to comply with
occupational health and safety requirements and environmental performance. This Standard
also recognizes that Australia and New Zealand are signatories to international agreements
regarding the environmentally sound management of hazardous and other wastes, and
elimination of pollutants. The intention is not to cut across the law, but enhance the
legislation and international obligations. If there is any doubt as to a potential conflict
between the law and this Standard, professional advice should be sought.

The terms ‘normative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which it applies. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard.

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in footnotes to tables are deemed to be
requirements of this Standard.
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