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Keeping Standards up-to-date 
Australian Standards® are living documents that reflect progress in science, technology and 

systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new editions 

are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 

 

Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves they are 

using a current Standard, which should include any amendments that may have been 

published since the Standard was published. 

 

Detailed information about Australian Standards, drafts, amendments and new projects can 

be found by visiting www.standards.org.au 

 

Standards Australia welcomes suggestions for improvements, and encourages readers to 

notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or ambiguities. Contact us via email at 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by Standards Australia Committee FP-002, Fire Detection, 

Warning, Control and Intercom Systems. 

This Standard is based on ISO 7240-16:2007, Fire detection and alarm systems, 

Part 16: Sound system control and indicating equipment. 

It is intended that this Standard be referenced in AS 1670.4, Fire detection, warning, 

control and intercom systems—System design, installation and commissioning, 

Part 4: Sound systems and intercom systems for emergency purposes and AS 1670.1, Fire 

detection, warning, control and intercom systems—System design, installation and 

commissioning, Part 1: Fire. 

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes to figures and tables are deemed to be 

requirements of this Standard. 

Notes used in this Standard, not associated with figures or tables, are of an advisory nature 

only and are used to give explanation or guidance to the user on recommended 

considerations or technical procedures, or to provide an informative cross-reference to other 

documents or publications. 

The term ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ are used in this Standard to define the application 

of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a 

Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ annex is only for information and guidance. 
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FOREWORD 

Emergency warning control and indicating equipment (EWCIE) forms part of an emergency 

warning system (EWS). An EWS operates automatically or manually in a building or 

structure to alert occupants to a hazard, which may require their evacuation in a safe and 

orderly manner. Therefore, equipment to warn occupants is required to function after the 

hazard has been detected. Fire in a building is a common hazard, which is often detected by 

an automatic fire detection and alarm system. An EWS may operate as part of a fire 

detection and alarm system or may function in conjunction with other emergency detection 

systems, such as those for storms, earthquakes and bomb threats. The EWCIE may be a 

separate unit or may be physically combined with the fire detection control and indicating 

equipment (see AS 1670.1), or may also be combined with emergency intercom control and 

indicating equipment (EICIE) complying with AS 4428.4. 

This Standard (AS 4428.16) is based on, ISO 7240-16, Fire detection and alarm systems, 

Part 16: Sound system control and indicating equipment, and is drafted on the basis of  

mandatory functions that are to be  provided on all EWCIE, and optional functions (with 

requirements) which may be provided. Each optional function is included as a separate 

entity, with its own set of associated requirements, for each Grade of EWCIE specified in 

Appendix A to comply with this Standard. Other functions associated with an EWS may 

also be provided, even if they are not specified in this Standard. 

The tests specified in this Standard subject the equipment to conditions likely to be met in 

practice, such as corrosion, vibration, direct impact, indirect shock and electromagnetic 

interference. Some tests are intended to assess the performance of the EWCIE under such 

conditions. The performance of the EWCIE is assessed from the results obtained in specific 

tests. This Standard is not intended to place any other restrictions on the design and 

construction of such equipment. 
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