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Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and 
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and 
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves 
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which 
may have been published since the Standard was purchased. 

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by 
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.saiglobal.com.au or Standards New 
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in 
the on-line catalogue. 

For more frequent listings or notification of revisions, amendments and 
withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand offer a number of 
update options. For information about these services, users should contact their 
respective national Standards organization. 

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially 
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or 
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either 
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back 
cover. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Australian/New Zealand Standards Committee  

SF-010, Occupational Respiratory Protection to supersede AS/NZS 1716:2003. 

This Standard was revised with the objective of incorporating some improvements but 

keeping these to a minimum, in light of current work still under way by ISO (International 

Organization for Standardization) in the field of respiratory protective devices. 

The changes that have been made are mostly editorial or to clarify and improve existing 

testing procedures for exhalation resistance as well as include specific requirements for full 

facepieces used in extreme environments by fire and emergency services (special use 

facepieces). 

It is anticipated that a new series of ISO Standards will be published in the next few years 

that will incorporate major developments that will address most, if not all, concerns 

highlighted in the previous edition. When such ISO Standards are published, it is planned 

that they be adopted as the next revision of AS/NZS 1716. 

Advice on the selection, use and maintenance of respiratory protective equipment is not 

covered by the Standard but given in AS/NZS 1715, Selection, use and maintenance of 

respiratory protective equipment. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 

application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 

of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 
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