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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Secondary Batteries to
supersede AS 2676.1–1990.

Over the last few years both the ampere–hour capacity and voltage of battery installations
have increased to the point where some voltages now border on the medium and high voltage
ranges. Even in extra–low voltage installations, short–circuits can cause fire and explosion
because of the low internal resistance of batteries.

Tests have shown that batteries of 30 V and above are capable of producing levels of fault
current that are difficult to interrupt, and that additional precautions need to be taken to
reduce the possibility of accidental short–circuits.

In preparing this Standard, the Committee considered the requirements of both vented lead–
acid cells and vented alkaline cells.

� Copyright — STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the Copyright Act allows
and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in
any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writing from Standards Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate
royalty payment. Requests for permission and information on commercial software royalties should be directed to the head office of Standards
Australia.

Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use exclusively in–house by
purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty payment provided
such programs are used exclusively in–house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the Standard is amended or
revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identified.
The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in commercial contracts is
subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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