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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Safety of Private
Swimming Pools to supersede AS 1926—1986,Fences and gates for private swimming
pools.

This Standard incorporates Amendment No. 1 (June 2000). The changes required by the
Amendment are indicated in the text by a marginal bar and amendment number against
the clause, note, table, figure, or part thereof affected.

This Standard is part of a series dealing with fencing, location of fencing and water
recirculation and filtration systems.

The series of Standards is as follows:

AS
1926 Swimming pool safety
1926.1 Part 1:Fencing for swimming pools(this Standard)
1926.2 Part 2:Location of fencing for private swimming pools
1926.3 Part 3:Water recirculation and filtration systems

This edition incorporates the following major changes from the previous document:

(a) Requirements for windows, doors, balconies and retaining walls are included.

(b) Requirements for above-ground pools are included.

(c) Inclusion of a strength test for flexible materials.

This Standard establishes safety requirements for design, construction and performance of
fencing, windows and doorsets for swimming pools of the types normally installed for
private use; however it is also applicable for public use if consideration is taken of the
differing dynamicsof public swimming pools to private swimming pools.

Statistical evidence shows that the majority of drownings in private swimming pools
involve children under five years of age. For that reason, the requirements established by
the Standard are directed at obtaining a barrier that will make it difficult for a young child
to gain access to a pool area, whether under, over or through the fencing.

It should be noted that the provisions of this Standard relate to fencing that is intended to
be child resistant but not childproof, as effectiveness of the fencing is very much
dependent on its location and installation.

The requirements are established with the intention of leaving a high degree of flexibility
to the consumer in the choice of fence, desirable aesthetics and cost.

Requirements for the effective use of fencing in protecting children from pool hazards are
given in AS 1926.2. A Standard for gate units for private swimming pools is set out in
AS 2820, which is intended for use by manufacturers who are seeking certification that
their products comply with the Standard.
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