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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Mechanical Ventilation
and Air–conditioning to supersede AS 1668,The use of mechanical ventilation and
air–conditioning in buildings, Part 1—1979Fire precautions in buildings with air–handling
systems.

This revision has been written to enable reference by theBuilding Code of Australia(BCA).

A new format has been adopted to enhance information retrieval and to ensure general
requirements of the Standard are more widely applicable. Operation of exhaust and supply
systems under f ire condit ions are covered and smoke control systems for use in
multi–compartment buildings have been specified as deemed–to–comply systems with the
objectives stated within the Standard and the BCA. Alternative smoke control system
arrangements are permitted, provided they are no less effective than the deemed–to–comply
systems.

The Standard does not identify those buildings in which smoke control systems or
pressurization systems are required; this is covered in the BCA.
Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes to tables and figures are deemed to be
requirements of this Standard.

The Commentary to this Standard has been updated in line with this publication and is
included as an appendix in this document. It is written in an advisory manner only, and does
not form part of the Standard. It provides guidance on the application of the Standard by
explaining the intent of the clauses.

References in the Commentary are those for the corresponding clauses in the body of the
Standard and have a prefix ‘C’.

� Copyright — STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the Copyright Act allows
and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australiamay be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in
any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writing from Standards Australia.Permission may be conditional on an appropriate
royalty payment. Requests for permission and information on commercial software royalties should be directed to the head office of Standards
Australia.

Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use exclusively in–house by
purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty payment provided
such programs are used exclusively in–house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the Standard is amended or
revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identified.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in commercial contracts is
subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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