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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Platforms,
Gangways, Stairways and Ladders, to supersede AS 1657-1985.

Changes to the Standard include —

(a) reducing the minimum wall thickness of steel piping which may be used;

(b) incorporating a minimum tensile yield stress requirement for aluminium alloys;

(c) deleting references to specific aluminium alloys and tempers;

(d) updating the dimensions of steel sections other than piping, to reflect current
manufacturing practices; and

(e) provision of test methods to determine the integrity of guardrail systems, and the
strength of the connection between guardrail posts and the supporting structure.

 Copyright STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writing from
Standards Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information on
commercial software royalties should be directed to the head office of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use
exclusively in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it isupdated whenever the
Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identified.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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