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Keeping Standards up-to-date

Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued.
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which
may have been published since the Standard was purchased.

Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by
visiting the Standards Web Shop at www.saiglobal.com.au or Standards New
Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard in
the on-line catalogue.

For more frequent listings or notification of revisions, amendments and
withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand offer a number of
update options. For information about these services, users should contact their
respective national Standards organization.

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either
Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand at the address shown on the back
cover.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR AS/NZS 3120.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee EL-004, Electrical Accessories, to supersede AS/NZS 3120:1999 from the date
of publication.

This Standard incorporates Amendment No. I (July 2012). The changes required by the
Amendment are indicated in the text by a marginal bar and amendment number against the
clause, note, table, figure or part thereof affected.

This Standard is one of a series to be read in conjunction with AS/NZS 3100, Approval and
test specification—General requirements for electrical equipment. The purpose of the
series is to outline the conditions to be met to secure approval for the sale and use of
electrical equipment. Only safety matters and related conditions are covered.

The essential safety requirements in AS/NZS 3820, Essential safety requirements for
electrical equipment, that could be applicable to inlet plugs and cord extension socket-
outlets are covered by this Standard, taken in conjunction with any other relevant
requirements affecting safety.

NOTE: Inlet plugs were previously specified in AS/NZS 60320.1 as Group 2 appliance inlets.

This edition of the Standard incorporates changes to the previous edition and includes the
following technical and editorial changes to the content of the previous editions:

(a) Introduction of requirements for Inlet plugs previously covered in Annex ZA of
AS/NZS 60320.1, Appliance couplers for household and similar general purposes,
Part 1: General requirements (IEC 60320-1, Ed 2.0 (2001) (MOD).

(b) Consequent editorial changes to introduce Sections 1, General, and Section 2, Cord
extension sets.

(¢) Removal of the option for shrouds (360 projections) with all future 15 A CES to have
shrouds (360 projections) applicable five years after publication.

(d) Introduction of a test for inlet plugs with covers.
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