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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Auxiliaries for
Discharge Lamps to supersede AS 3168—1983.

It is one of a series of approval and test specifications issued by the Association. These
specifications are accompanied by a general specification AS 3100, Definitions and general
requirements for electrical materials and equipment. The purpose of these specifications is to
outline conditions which must be met to secure approval for the sale and use of electrical
equipment in Australia. Only safety matters and related conditions are covered.

This Standard, other than in editorial presentation, closely follows IEC 920, Ballasts for
tubular fluorescent lamps—General and safety requirements; however, some of the
requirements of that publication have been modified to take account of local conditions. Also,
this edition of this Standard includes requirements for ballasts of the electronic type.

Alignment of this Standard with IEC 920 includes the use of wooden blocks to determine the
limitation of ballast heating, which replaces the former method of a test hood.

Modifications from IEC 920 include the rated maximum operating temperature of a ballast
case (tk) for electronic ballasts, and the addition of a requirement that capacitors in excess of
0.1 �F must comply with the relevant requirements of AS 2644, Capacitors for use in
discharge lamp circuits.

All requirements for electronic ballasts, appearing throughout this Standard, are to be
DELETED and reference made to AS 3134 (Int)
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