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Review of Standards. To keep abreast of progress in industry, Joint Australian/New
Zealand Standards are subject to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue
of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is important therefore that Standards
users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any amendments
thereto.

Full details of all Joint Standards and related publications will be found in the

Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand Catalogue of Publications; this
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i
PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand Committee EL/4 on
Electrical Accessories to replace, in part, AS 3133—198@proval and test specification—Air break switches

It was prepared to align Australian approval and test specifications and New Zealand Standards progressively with
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) Standards for electrical accessories.

The object of this Standard is to outline conditions which must be met to secure approval for the sale and use
of switches for appliances. Only safety matters and related conditions are covered.

This Standard is equivalent in technical content but fully corresponding in presentation to IEC 1058-1:1990,
Switches for appliancesPart 1:General requirementsincluding Amendments 1 and 2.

A number of variations have been made in this Standard to the requirements of IEC 1058-1:1990. These
variations are necessary to take into account the national requirements for switches for appliances that apply in
both Australia and New Zealand. Text, subject to variations, is indicated throughout the text of this Standard by

boxes. Beneath the boxed IEC text and indicated by a marginal bar is the Australian/New Zealand requirement.

These variations also form the Australian national variations for purposes of the IEC scheme for recognition of
results of testing to Standards for safety of electrical equipment (the CB scheme).

The numbering of Clauses, Notes and Figures closely follows those of IEC 1058-1:1990. To allow additional
material to be introduced by Standards Australia or Standards New Zealand, the numbers 201 to 300 are used.
This scheme has been introduced to reduce the likelihood of the IEC and Australia or New Zealand using the
same numbers for differing requirements.

In this Standard, the following print types are used:
—Requirements proper: in roman type;

—Test specifications: in italic type;

—Notes: in smaller roman type.

In Australia, this Standard will replace, in part, AS 3133—1989 or any subsequent revisions of AS 3133, 10 years
from publication. During this period, it is anticipated that regulatory authorities will approve switches for
appliances to either specification.

As this Standard is reproduced from an international Standard, the following applies:

(a) The Standard number does not appear on each page of text and its identity is shown on the cover.
(b) In the source text ‘this International Standard’ should read ‘this Australian/New Zealand Standard’.
(c) A full point substitutes for a comma when referring to a decimal marker.

References to International Standards should be replaced by equivalent Australian or Australian/New Zealand
Standards, as follows:

Reference to International Standard Australian/New Zealand Standard

IEC AS

50(441) International Electrotechnical Vocabulary 1852.441 International Electrotechnical
Chapter 441: Switchgear, control-gear and Vocabulary—Switchgear, controlgear and
fuses fuses

50(826) International Electrotechnical Vocabulary 1852.826 International Electrotechnical
Chapter 826: Electrical installations of Vocabulary—Electrical installations of
buildings buildings
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