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This  document  will  be  revised  when  the  Society  approves  the issuance of the 
next edition,  scheduled for 1996. There will be  no Addenda  issued to  ASME 
PTC 40-1991. 

Please Note: ASME issues written  replies to  inquiries  concerning  interpretation 
of  technical  aspects of this  document.  The  interpretations are not  part of the 
document. PTC 40-1991 is being  issued  with  an  automatic  subscription service 
to  the interpretations  that  will  be  issued to  it up  to  the  publication of the 1996 
Edition. 

ASME is  the  registered  trademark  of  The  American  Society  of  Mechanical Engineers. 

This  code  or  standard  was  developed  under  procedures  accredited as meeting  the  criteria  for 
American  National Standards. The Consensus Committee  that  approved  the  code  or  standard 
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FOREWORD 

(This Foreword is not part of ASME PTC 40-1991.) 

When the twin issues of environmental protection and the need to assure a reliable 
supply of energy  became important public concerns in the 1970s, the Board on Perform- 
ance  Test  Codes  began to explore the possibility of addressing these concerns within the 
test code framework. As a result of these  discussions, the PTC 40 Committee on Flue 
Gas Desulfurization units was organized in 1978; it held its first meeting in  April 1979. 
The Committee faced  considerable initial obstacles: there were no ASME  PTC documents 
in this area, the technology was in the early stages of rapid development,  and the boundary 
of the FGD equipment is to some  extent a matter of definition. Nevertheless, in the next 
several  years the PTC 40 Committee gradually  evolved a systematic testing procedure for 
FGD units. The  PTC 40 code draft was approved  by the Board on Performance  Test  Codes 
on May 11, 1990. The  Code  was adopted by the American National Standards Institute 
as  an American National Standard on March 19, 1991. 

All ASME codes  are copyrighted, with all rights reserved to the Society. Reproduction 
of this or any other ASME code is a violation of Federal law.  Legalities  aside, the user 
should appreciate that the publishing of the high quality codes that have typified ASME 
documents  requires a substantial commitment by the Society.  Thousands of volunteers 
work diligently to develop  these codes.  They participate on their own or with a sponsor’s 
assistance and produce documents that meet the requirements of an  ASME consensus 
standard.  The  codes  are  very  valuable  pieces of literature to industry and  commerce,  and 
the effort to improve these “living documents’’  and  develop additional needed  codes 
must be continued. The monies  spent for research and further code  development,  ad- 
ministrative staff support and publication are  essential  and constitute a substantial drain 
on ASME.  The purchase price of these  documents  helps  offset  these  costs.  User repro- 
duction undermines this system  and  represents an added financial drain on ASME. When 
extra  copies are  needed, you are requested to call or write the ASME Order Department, 
22 Law Drive, Box  2300,  Fairfield, New Jersey  07007-2300,  and ASME will expedite 
delivery of  such  copies to you by relurn mail. Please instruct your people to buy required 
test codes rather than copy them. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly  appreciated. 
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PERSONNEL OF  PERFORMANCE  TEST  CODE COMMITTEE NO. 40 
FLUE  GAS  DESULFURIZATION UNITS 

(The  following  is  the  roster of the  Committee at the  time  of  approval of this Standard.) 

OFFICERS 
R. W. Henry, Chairman 

G. W. Tracy, Vice-Chairman 
G. Osolsobe, Secretary 

COMMITTEE PERSONNEL 
W. DePriest, Sargent and  Lundy Engineers, Inc. (Babcock and  Wilcox) 
E. R. Dille, Sargent  and  Lundy Engineers, Inc. (Burns  and  McDonnell, Inc.) (Past Chairman) 
R. W. Henry, Salt River Project 
M. G. Klett,  GilbertKommonwealth, Inc. 
J. N. Lacey, Utah  Power  and Light, Inc. 
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