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Foreword 

This document (EN 12588:2006) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 306 “Lead and lead 
alloys”, the secretariat of which is held by NEN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by June 2007, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by June 2007. 

This document supersedes EN 12588:1999. 

Changes to the previous version, amongst others, are the following: 

Chemical composition: Following extensive research carried out by TNO Institution Holland it was found that 
higher levels of tin content improved the products resistance to surface corrosion. Therefore the impurity 
maximum has been increased from 0,005 % to 0,05 %. 

Safety: The product covered in this standard, by definition is heavy. It has been necessary to provide clear 
guidance on manual lifting of the product.    

Environment: Studies into construction and demolition waste carried out by Enviros Aspinall have shown that 
the recycling rate of the product is above 90 %. Recommendations have been included within this standard on 
good management of surplus material during construction. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and United Kingdom. 
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Introduction  

In this European Standard, the performance of the product has been defined as far as possible in terms of a 
number of type tests. 

The performance of a building element made with these products depends not only on the properties of the 
product as it is required by this European standard, but also on the design and quality of the fabrication of the 
building element and on the design, construction and behaviour of the part of the building concerned in 
relation to the environment and conditions of use. 

The lead sheet supplied shall be specified and used according to the National Code of Practice, depending on 
service conditions such as exposure to direct sunlight and the area of the piece of lead to be fixed. 
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