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Foreword

This document (EN 13673-1:2003) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN /TC 305, "Potentially
explosive atmospheres - Explosion prevention and protection", the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by October 2003, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest
by October 2003.

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the European
Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s).

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative annex ZA which is an integral part of this document.

Annexes B, C and D are informative.

Annex A is normative.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

This European Standard describes a test method for the determination of the explosion pressure and the maximum
explosion pressure of a flammable gas/air/inert mixture at ambient temperature and pressure.

Explosion pressures and maximum explosion pressures are used in the design of explosion protection techniques,
such as explosion resistant and explosion shock resistant construction. These are particularly influenced by :

 size and shape of the vessel;

 type and energy of the ignition source;

 temperature and pressure.

So it is important that they are measured at standardised conditions.
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