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This European Standard was approved by CENELEC on 2004-03-01. CENELEC members are bound to 
comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European 
Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration. 
 
Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national standards may be obtained on 
application to the Central Secretariat or to any CENELEC member. 
 
This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French, German). A version in any other 
language made by translation under the responsibility of a CENELEC member into its own language and 
notified to the Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions. 
 
CENELEC members are the national electrotechnical committees of Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and United Kingdom. 
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Foreword 
 

This European Standard was prepared by the former CENELEC BTTF 62-8, Emergency lighting systems.  
 
The text of the draft was submitted to the formal vote and was approved by CENELEC as EN 50172 on 
2004-03-01. 
 
For emergency lighting systems, it should be read in conjunction with EN 50171 and EN 1838. 
 
Attention is drawn to the Council Directive 92/58/EEC of 24 June 1992 on the minimum requirements for 
provision of safety and/or health signs at work. 
 
The following dates were fixed: 
 
– latest date by which the EN has to be implemented 

at national level by publication of an identical  
national standard or by endorsement   (dop) 2005-03-01 

 
– latest date by which the national standards conflicting 

with the EN have to be withdrawn    (dow) 2007-03-01 
 

_____________ 
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1 Scope 
 
This European Standard specifies the provision of illumination of escape routes and safety signs in the 
event of failure of the normal supply, and specifies the minimum provision of such emergency lighting 
based on the size, type and usage of the premises. This standard relates to the provision of electric 
emergency escape lighting in all work places and premises open to the public. 
 
This European Standard does not cover private domestic premises but its provisions are applicable to 
common access routes within multi-storey dwellings. 
 
This European Standard is also applicable to standby lighting used as emergency escape lighting. 
 
There are emerging way guidance techniques that, when applied to escape routes in addition to 
conventional emergency lighting luminaires, can enhance its effectiveness in an emergency. 
 
 
2 Normative references 
 
The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies.  
 
EN 81-1 Safety rules for the construction and installation of lifts and service lifts -  

Part 1: Electric lifts 
 
EN 1838:1999 Lighting applications - Emergency lighting 
 
EN 13032 (series)  Light and lighting - Measurement and presentation of photometric data of 

lamps and luminaires 
 
EN 50171 Central power supply systems 
 
EN 50272-2 Safety requirements for secondary batteries and battery installations 

Part 2: Stationary batteries 
 
EN 60529 Degrees of protection provided by enclosures (IP Code) (IEC 60529) 
 
EN 60598-2-22:1998 Luminaires - Part 2-22: Particular requirements - Luminaires for emergency 

lighting (IEC 60598-2-22:1997, modified) 
 
EN 62034 1) Automatic test system for battery powered emergency escape lighting  
 
HD 384/HD 60364 series Electrical installations of buildings (IEC 60364 series, modified) 
 
ISO 8528-12  Reciprocating internal combustion engine driven alternating current generating 

sets - Part 12: Emergency power supply to safety devices  
 
 
3 Definitions 
 
For the purposes of this standard the following definitions apply: 
 
3.1 
premises 
the whole or part of a building treated as a single unit for the purposes of applying this standard 
 

                                                 
1) At draft stage. 
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