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Foreword 

This document (CEN/TR 14862:2004) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 229 “Precast 
concrete products”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 
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Introduction 

Any product standard will require a certain amount of testing as part of the evaluation of conformity. The tests 
may be part of initial type testing or part of production control. It may be tests on materials, dimensions etc. Or 
it may be tests on the finished product. 

The following types of testing may be involved as a part of either initial type testing or production control, [1]: 

a) tests to establish directly the ultimate resistance or serviceability properties of structural parts. Test 
results are treated as absolute values valid for the group from which the sample was taken; 

b) tests to obtain specific material properties using specified testing procedures; 

c) tests to reduce uncertainties in parameters in load or load effect models; 

d) tests to reduce uncertainties in parameters used in resistance models. Test results are defined as the 
ratio between measured and calculated values and statistical rules are applied to the ratio; 

e) control tests to check the identity or quality of delivered products or the consistency of the production 
characteristics; 

f) tests carried out during execution in order to obtain information needed for part of the execution; 

g) control tests to check the behaviour of an actual structure or of structural members after completion. 

Testing of full-scale products may be involved in all types of test except type (b). 

Testing methods may or may not leave the tested product fit for further use (non-destructive or destructive 
testing). However, apart from checks on geometrical properties, full-scale testing will usually damage the 
tested product so that it cannot be used in a structure. 

Tests of type (a) do not take into account prior knowledge as easily as type (d) tests. It means that the most 
effective use of full-scale testing will be (effectively destructive) tests of type (d). 

The aim of the report is to assist the standard writers in CEN/TC 229 regime in preparing requirements on full-
scale testing in product standards. Initial type testing of a product requires the producer to establish relevant 
properties of the product. This is often done by means of calculation models given in a standard, but in some 
cases full-scale testing may be used effectively to reduce uncertainties in these calculation models, 
maintaining the intended reliability. 

The main statistical rules to be followed in this process are given in Eurocode – Basis of structural design 
(prEN 1990). The report illustrates how these rules may be applied in a product standard. 

A practical example concerning hollow core slabs is also given. The test results used in this example were 
made available from Spenncon AS Hønefoss, Norway. 
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