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Foreword

This document (EN 520:2004) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 241 “Gypsum and gypsum
based products”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by February 2005, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest
by August 2006.

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the European
Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s).

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this document.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom.
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Introduction

Gypsum plasterboards are composed of a plaster core encased in, and firmly bonded to paper liners to form flat
rectangular boards. This composition allows them properties which makegypsum plasterboards particularly suitable
for use in situation where fire protection, sound and thermal insulation are required.

Gypsum plasterboards may be fixed by various methods e.g. nailing, screwing or sticking with gypsum based or
other adhesives. They may also be inserted in a suspended ceiling system.

Gypsum plasterboards are selected for use according to their type, size, thickness and edge profile. The boards
may be used for example to provide dry lining finishes to walls, to fixed and suspended ceilings, to partitions, or as
cladding to structural columns and beams. Other uses may be for flooring and sheathing application.

Diagrams 1 and 2 show the relationship between this standard and the package of standards prepared to support
the families of gypsum and ancillary products.

Raw Gypsum

A1 - Gypsum binders for direct use or futher processing

A2 - Direct use on site A3 - Futher processing

Gypsum plasters: Gypsum plasters for special Manufactured elements, e.g.:
purposes:

B1 - Gypsum building plaster - plasterboards ;
C1 - Gypsum plaster

B2 - Gypsum based building plaster for fibrous plasterworks - gypsum blocks ;

B3 - Gypsum-lime building plaster C2 - Gypsum bricklaying - fibrous plaster products ;
plaster

B4 - Lightweight gypsum building - ceiling tiles.

plaster C3 - Acoustic plaster _ gypsum boards with fibrous

BS5 - Lightweight gypsum based C4 - Thermal insulation reinforcement

building plaster plaster

B6 - Lightweight gypsum-lime

o C5 - Fire protection plaster
building plaster

B7 - Gypsum plaster with enhanced C6 - Thin coat plaster

surface hardness

Diagram 1 — Family of gypsum products
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