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DECLARATION 

OF 

SPECIFICATION 

 

ENTITLED 

FARM FENCING – TIMBER POST AND WIRE 

AS 

THE IRISH STANDARD SPECIFICATION FOR 

FARM FENCING – TIMBER POST AND WIRE 

________________________ 

 

NSAI in exercise of the power conferred by section 16 (5) of the National Standards Authority of Ireland Act, 1996 
(No. 28 of 1996) and with the consent of the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment, hereby declare as 
follows: 

 

1.  This instrument may be cited as the Standard Specification (Farm fencing – Timber post and wire) Declaration, 2007. 

 

2.  (1) The Specification set forth in the Schedule to this declaration is hereby declared to be the standard specification for Farm 
fencing – Timber post and wire. 

     (2) The said standard specification may be cited as Irish Standard 436:2007 or as I.S. 436:2007. 

 

3. (1) The Standard Specification (Farm fencing – Timber post and wire) Declaration 2001, is hereby revoked. 

 

      (2) Reference in any other standard specification to the Instrument hereby revoked and to Irish Standard 436:2001 thereby prescribed, shall 
be construed, respectively, as references to this instrument and to Irish Standard 436:2007. 

This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



I.S. 436:2007 

 
1

Contents Page 

Declaration.……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….i 

Foreword .............................................................................................................................................................2 
Introduction.........................................................................................................................................................3 
1 Scope......................................................................................................................................................4 
2 Normative references............................................................................................................................4 
3 Terms and definitions ...........................................................................................................................5 
4 Requirements.........................................................................................................................................5 
4.1 Timber members....................................................................................................................................5 
4.1.1 Permitted species..................................................................................................................................5 
4.1.2 Grading...................................................................................................................................................6 
4.1.3 Moisture content....................................................................................................................................6 
4.1.4 Dimensions ............................................................................................................................................6 
4.1.5 Geometry of posts.................................................................................................................................9 
4.1.6 Preservation of timber posts................................................................................................................9 
4.2 Ancillaries ..............................................................................................................................................9 
4.2.1 Nails ........................................................................................................................................................9 
4.2.2 Staples..................................................................................................................................................10 
4.2.3 Hog rings..............................................................................................................................................10 
4.2.4 Line wire ...............................................................................................................................................10 
4.2.5 Tensioning wire ...................................................................................................................................10 
4.2.6 Tying wire.............................................................................................................................................10 
4.2.7 Barbed wire ..........................................................................................................................................10 
4.2.8 Sheep fencing wire..............................................................................................................................10 
4.2.9 Monofilament .......................................................................................................................................10 
4.2.10 Electric fencing energisers ................................................................................................................11 
4.2.11 Installation requirements for mains-operated electric fence units and fence wire......................11 
5 Test methods .......................................................................................................................................11 
5.1 Moisture content..................................................................................................................................11 
5.1.1 Test pieces ...........................................................................................................................................11 
5.1.2 Method..................................................................................................................................................11 
5.1.3 Test results ..........................................................................................................................................11 
6 Fencing arrangements for different livestock ..................................................................................12 
7 Marking.................................................................................................................................................12 
7.1 Timber bales ........................................................................................................................................12 
7.2 Ancillaries ............................................................................................................................................12 
8 Packaging, transport and on-site storage ........................................................................................12 
8.1 Timber pieces ......................................................................................................................................12 
8.2 Ancillaries ............................................................................................................................................12 
Annex A (informative)  Fencing arrangements for different livestock .........................................................13 
Annex B (informative)  Decision process for determining timber preservation requirements for 

timber posts and rails .........................................................................................................................17 
Annex C (normative)  Timber preservation .....................................................................................................19 
Bibliography......................................................................................................................................................25 
 

This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



I.S. 436:2007 

 

 

2

Foreword 

This Irish Standard has been revised under the direction of the NSAI, Timber Standards Consultative 
Committee, by Task Group 4 (Fencing) on which the following bodies were represented:  

Arch Timber Protection; 
COFORD;                                                                                                                                                      
Coillte Teoranta;                                                                                                                                                      
Dublin Institute of Technology;                                                                                                                
Enterprise Ireland;                                                                                                                                         
Forest Service, Department of Agriculture and Food;                                                                                     
FRS Fencing Systems;                                                                                                                                     
Irish Farmers' Association;                                                                                                                                 
Irish Timber Council;                                                                                                                                         
Karl Hannan Ltd;                                                                                                                                             
Laois Sawmills Ltd;                                                                                                                                           
National Roads Authority;                                                                                                                           
National Standards Authority of Ireland;                                                                                                         
PDM Ltd;                                                                                                                                                         
Pesticide Laboratory, Department of Agriculture and Food;                                                                          
Protim Abrasives Ltd;                                                                                                                                
Specialist Farm Services, Environment & Evaluation Division, Department of Agriculture and Food;                                             
Teagasc;                                                                                                                                                     
Woodfab Timber Ltd. 

The principal differences between I.S. 436:2001 and this document are: 

a) normative references are updated 

b) additional lengths for posts are included 

c) additional dimensions and tolerances for posts are included 

d) dimensions and tolerances for rectangular sawn rails are introduced 

e) fencing arrangements for horses are no longer included 

f) an informative annex on decision process for determining timber preservation requirements for timber 
posts and rails is introduced 

g) normative annex on timber preservation is updated 

h) a bibliography is introduced. 

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a contract. Users are responsible 
for its correct application. 

Compliance with this Irish Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal obligations.  
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