
Price Code

National Standards
Authority of Ireland
Glasnevin, Dublin 9

Ireland

Fax: +353 1 807 3838
Tel: +353 1 807 3800

 NSAI 2006

CHILD SAFETY GUIDANCE FOR ITS

INCLUSION IN STANDARDS

©

I.S. CEN Guide 12:2006

NO COPYING WITHOUT NSAI
PERMISSION EXCEPT AS

PERMITTED BY COPYRIGHT
LAW

22 August 2006

ICS

Údarás um Chaighdeáin Náisiúnta na hÉireann

TECHNICAL GUIDE

http://www.nsai.ie

Sales
http://www.standards.ie

This Technical Guide was
published under the

authority of the National
Standards Authority of
Ireland and comes into

effect on:

This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



 
 

 
Edition 2 / June 2006 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CEN Guide 12 
 
 
 

Child Safety 
Guidance for its Inclusion in Standards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The second edition of CEN Guide 12 was adopted by the CEN Technical Board through resolution 
BT C020/2006. 

This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



CEN Guide 12 Child safety – Guidance for its inclusion in standards  
 

 
Edition 2 / June 2006 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

European Committee for 
Standardization 

 
Rue de Stassartstraat, 36 

B – 1050 Brussels 
 

Tel: +32 2 550 08 11 
Fax: +32 2 550 08 19 

 
www.cenorm.be 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



CEN Guide 12  Child safety – Guidance for its inclusion in standards 
 

3 
 

Edition  2 / June 2006 

Contents Page 

Foreword...........................................................................................................................................4 
1 Scope ...................................................................................................................................7 
2 Normative references .........................................................................................................7 
3 Terms and definitions ........................................................................................................8 
4 Background to childhood development...........................................................................8 
4.1 How children’s safety differs from adults’ safety............................................................8 
4.2 Children’s need to explore, experiment and learn from mistakes.................................9 
5 Criteria for assessing risks and hazards .........................................................................9 
5.1 Developmental approach to child safety..........................................................................9 
5.2 Adult safety and alternative approaches .........................................................................9 
5.3 Children’s ages and abilities ...........................................................................................10 
5.4 The roles of carers............................................................................................................10 
5.5 Cultural, generational and gender differences ..............................................................11 
5.6 Limits to the reduction of risks .......................................................................................11 
6 Relating child safety to development stages.................................................................11 
6.1 The basic development/age bands .................................................................................11 
6.2 Children aged under 3 years old .....................................................................................12 
6.3 Children and young people aged 3–11 years old ..........................................................12 
6.4 Young people aged 12 years old and over.....................................................................13 
7 Using appropriate terminology .......................................................................................13 
7.1 Children .............................................................................................................................13 
7.2 Carers.................................................................................................................................13 
7.3 Communicating with the target  groups.........................................................................13 
8 Assessing child safety .....................................................................................................14 
8.1 Summarizing issues that need to be addressed under the Child Safety 

Mandate .............................................................................................................................14 
8.2 Foreseeing exposure........................................................................................................14 
8.3 Analysing reports of accidents involving children and young people .......................14 
8.4 Foreseeing other potential hazards to children and young people ............................15 
9 Approaches to protection ................................................................................................16 
9.1 Identifying effective methods of protection...................................................................16 
9.2 Recommending minimum ages or other characteristics .............................................16 
9.3 Recommending minimum competence levels...............................................................17 
Annex A (informative)  Introduction to Annexes B - F...............................................................19 
A.2 Relating the tables to the hazard identification and prevention steps..............................19 
Annex B (informative)  CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT ................................21 
Annex C (informative)  Examples illustrating the development and behaviour of 

young children up to approximately  3 years ................................................................28 
Annex D (informative)  Examples illustrating the development and behaviour of 

children/young people aged approximately 3 years and over.....................................31 
Annex E (informative)  Application of guidance.........................................................................37 
Bibliography ...................................................................................................................................38 
 

This is a free page sample. Access the full version online.



CEN Guide 12  Child safety – Guidance for its inclusion in standards 
 

4 

Edition 2 / June 2006 

Foreword 

The scope of mandate M/293 covers the protection of children from unintentional physical 
and/or mental injury associated with products, constructions and services. This includes those 
not intended for use by children but which are easily and generally accessible to them. The 
mandate covers foreseeable use and misuse within the normal behaviour of children. 

For the purposes of the mandate, children are defined as persons up to the age of 14 years of 
age. The scope of this Guide is therefore similarly limited, except where standards can more 
effectively protect those under 14 years of age by considering their safety together with that of 
persons 14 years of age and over. 

Mandate M/293 refers to any product, construction or service in the field of consumer safety 
that is easily and generally accessible to children or young people up to 14 years of age. 
Excluded from the mandate are professional areas of work where persons under 14 years of 
age do not have access or are not likely to have access. Also excluded are areas prohibited to 
the general public and those prohibited to pedestrians in general, such as traffic areas. 

Where products, constructions or services are subject to regulatory requirements, e.g. 
European legislation or national laws, these requirements take precedence over any 
conflicting information given in this Guide.  

In this Guide, product, construction or service is used to refer to the subject of any European 
Standard. 

Annexes A, B, C, D, E and F are informative. 

This Guide supersedes CEN Guide 12:2005. 
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