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Foreword

This document (EN 12260:2003) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 230 “Water analysis”,
the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, at the latest by March 2004, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at
the latest by March 2004.

This document supersedes ENV 12260: 1996
Annexes A B, and C are informative annexes.
According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark,

Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands,
Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

WARNING — Persons using this standard should be familiar with normal laboratory practice. This
standard does not purport to address all of the safety problems, if any, associated with its use. It is
the responsibility of the user to establish appropriate safety and health practices and to ensure
compliance with any national regulatory conditions.

It is absolutely essential that tests carried out according to this European Standard are carried out by suitably
qualified staff.

This European Standard specifies a method for the determination of total bound nitrogen after oxidation of
inorganic and organic nitrogen compounds by combustion to nitrogen oxides. Quantification is carried out by
chemiluminescence.

The procedure referred to in the normative part is the reference method. Whilst staying within the scope of this
standard, it is permissible to use such alternatives as given in annex A only, provided that their performance is
equal to or better than that given in clause 13 and tables in annex B and C, when calculated using procedures
given in ISO 5725-2, and when the comparison of performance data between this European Standard and any
alternative technique is carried out using the procedures described in ISO 2854.

All references to nitrogen concentrations are expressed in units of mg/l N, i.e. milligrams of nitrogen per litre
solution.
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