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Foreword 

This document (CEN/TS 15747:2008) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 343 “Solid 
Recovered Fuels”, the secretariat of which is held by SFS. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to announce this Technical Specification: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland 
and the United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

The determination of the biomass carbon content using the 14C method is based on the well established 
analytical procedures that are used for the determination of the age of carbon containing objects. It can be 
used for normal sample types, sample types that cannot be analysed accurately with the methods described 
in CEN/TS 15440 (1) (see Annex D), samples with a biomass carbon content below 5%, and for reference 
measurements.  

For the determination of the biomass carbon content based on the 14C method a general sample preparation 
and the three common used methods for the determination of the 14C content are described. With this modular 
approach it will be possible for normally equipped laboratories to prepare samples for the 14C content, and to 
determine the 14C content with their own equipment or to outsource the determination of the 14C content to 
laboratories that specialize in this matter. 

For the collection from the sample of the 14C content, generally accepted methods for the conversion of the 
carbon present in the sample to CO2 are described. For the measurement of the 14C content, methods are 
selected that are already generally accepted as methods for the determination of the age of objects.  
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