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Foreword 

This document (CEN/TS 15568:2006) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 275 “Food 
analysis - Horizontal methods”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

NOTE This document has been submitted to the Enquiry under reference number prEN 21568. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to announce this Technical Specification: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

Correct sampling is an operation that requires the most careful attention. Emphasis should be laid on the 
necessity of obtaining a representative sample of the goods under investigation. 

If ad-hoc sampling of food products is undertaken without applying a sampling strategy and without 
considering the lot specific properties, the analytical result is only valid for the sample that has been analysed. 
It is not possible to extend the result to the rest of the lot. 

By applying sampling strategies to assess the level of compliance of a given lot of products, a certain number 
of samples is taken, and the result of the analysis can be extended to the whole lot. The use of sampling 
strategies is the only effective way to make correct statements about the nature, in this case the GMO-content, 
of the product tested. 

This Technical Specification has been established for food products, but could also be applied to other 
products, e.g. animal feed and plant samples from the environment. 

NOTE In certain areas there are widely recognised trade associations which specify rules for the sampling strategies 
to be used in contracts under their auspices. In no case will this Technical Specification override the rules laid down in 
such contracts. 
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