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National Foreword 

The informative National Annex (NA) provides guidance on the use of I.S. EN 1717:2000 in the Irish Water 
Supply System.  It was prepared by the Water Supply Standards Committee of NSAI.   
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Foreword

This European Standard has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 164, "Water supply", the secretariat
of which is held by AFNOR.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by month of May 2001, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the
latest by May 2001.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

Annex A of this European Standard is normative, the annexes B and C are informative.
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Introduction

In respect of potential adverse effects on the quality of water intended for human consumption, caused by the
products covered by this standard :

1) this standard provides no information as to whether the products may be used without restriction in any of the
Member state of the EU or EFTA ;

2) it should be noted that, while awaiting the adoption of verifiable European criteria, existing national regulations
concerning the use and/or the characteristics of these products remain in force.
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1 Scope

This standard deals with the means to be used to prevent the pollution of potable water inside premises and the
general requirements of protection devices to avoid pollution by backflow.

The hygiene protection specifications of this standard are applicable to all the standards for systems or appliances
connected to the private supply system for water intended for human consumption.

This standard specifies the minimum requirements for product standards of protection units.

The product standards are used to detail product specifications. In the absence of a product standard, this standard
is used as a reference in order to draw up a specification for the products out of new development.

2 Normative references

This European Standard incorporates, by dated or undated reference, provisions from other publications. These
normative references are cited at the appropriate places in the text and the publications are listed hereafter. For
dated references, subsequent amendments to or revisions of any of these publications apply to this European
standard only when incorporated in it by amendment or revision. For undated references the latest edition of the
publication referred to applies (including amendments).

prEN 806, Specification for installations inside buildings conveying water for human consumption.

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this standard, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1
air break to drain
the unobstructed distance between the low point of overflow, discharge or drain of a device or installation, leading
from a water apparatus, and the top point of the device which collects this water

3.2
air gap
the physical break between the lowest level of the water inlet and the maximum fault level or critical level of an
appliance or installation, a feed pipe, or an air inlet orifice incorporated into a hydraulic circuit

3.3
air inlet
an orifice designed to admit air from the atmosphere into a hydraulic circuit

3.4
appliance, equipment
a device in which the potable water is used and/or is modified e.g. water heater, chemical dosing unit, coffee-
machine, WC-pan

3.5
backflow
movement of the fluid from downstream to upstream within an installation

3.6
backflow protection device
a device which is intended to prevent contamination of potable water by backflow

3.7
contamination
result of rendering impure by contact or mixture, to corrupt, defile, pollute, sully, taint or infect
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