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This European Standard was approved by CENELEC on 2011-01-02. CENELEC members are bound to 
comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European 
Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration. 
 
Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national standards may be obtained on 
application to the Central Secretariat or to any CENELEC member. 
 
This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French, German). A version in any other 
language made by translation under the responsibility of a CENELEC member into its own language and 
notified to the Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions. 
 
CENELEC members are the national electrotechnical committees of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 
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Foreword 
 
This European Standard was prepared by CENELEC Task Force BTTF 69-3, Road traffic signal systems.  
 
The text of the draft was submitted to the Unique Acceptance Procedure and was approved by CENELEC as 
EN 50556 on 2011-01-02. 
 
This document supersedes HD 638 S1:2001 + A1:2006.  
 
The main changes with respect to HD 638 S1:2001 + A1:2006 are the following: 
 
− update of the normative-references; 
 
−  editorial revision; 
 
− reduction of the classes;  
 
− adaptation to the level of technology. 
 
Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN and CENELEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

The following dates were fixed: 
 
– latest date by which the EN has to be implemented 

at national level by publication of an identical 
national standard or by endorsement 
 

 
 
(dop) 

 
 
2012-01-02 

– latest date by which the national standards conflicting 
with the EN have to be withdrawn 

 
(dow) 

 
2014-01-02 

 
__________ 
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Introduction 

To satisfy the legal and regulatory requirements and specific provisions of each CENELEC country, certain 
characteristics in this standard contain a range which is defined by a number of discrete classes. The class to 
be used in the country will be selected by the Standards Authority of the CENELEC member of that country 
from the range specified. 

Thus this European Standard contains the essential electrotechnical requirements of all CENELEC countries 
and permits through the class selection procedure, countries to incorporate their own requirements. 

It is believed that this first step will allow, over a period of time, a gradual alignment of Road Traffic Signal 
Systems in Europe. 
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