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Foreword 

This CEN Technical Specification (CEN/TS 14383-3:2005) has been prepared by Technical Committee 
CEN/TC 325 “Prevention of crime by urban planing design”, the secretariat of which is held by SNV. 

The status of Technical Specification was proposed to give all countries the opportunity to compare 
experiences and to harmonise procedures. In particular, the guidance given in the Annexes needs to be 
tested in use to establish realistic security levels.  

This Technical Specification is one of a series for “The prevention of crime by urban planning and building 
design”, that consists of the following parts: 

Part 1 – Definitions of specific terms 

Part 2 – Urban planning 

Part 3 – Dwellings 

Part 4 – Shops and offices 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to announce this CEN Technical Specification: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland 
and United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

In considering security measures aimed at preventing crime and antisocial behaviour and the fear of crime in 
residential areas, one of the most difficult tasks is determining the type and level of the threat (e.g. vandalism, 
burglary, aggression) and the scope of measures to be taken in order to reduce it.  

The causes of crime have been researched for many years. There are many factors that can influence the 
possibility of an offence being committed or not. Certain factors, for example socio-economic conditions are 
beyond the remit of this standard. Other factors such as neighbourhood layout and building design can be 
considered along with more specific reference to target-hardening measures. 

Three basic criminological approaches have been adopted: Rational Choice, Routine Activities and Defensible 
Space. 

a) Rational Choice states that potential offenders will normally undertake their own risk assessment before 
deciding to commit a crime. They will consider the chances of being seen, the ease of entry and the 
chance of escape without detection. 

b) The Routine Activities theory assumes that for an offence to take place there need to be three factors 
present: a motivated offender, a suitable target or victim and a lack of capable guardian. To prevent a 
crime it is necessary to alter the influence of one of these factors. For example, an offender can be de-
motivated by increasing the level of surveillance or by making access more difficult. A target can also be 
made less attractive by increasing security or removing escape routes. Similarly, the presence or 
influence of a capable guardian, either real or implied, can assist in creating a sense of neighbourliness.  

c) The Defensible Space theory applies to the different levels of acceptance that exist for people to 
legitimately be in different types of space. Everyone has a right to be in a public space, such as a street, 
but they do not have the right to be in the garden of another person’s dwelling, which is a private space. It 
is equally important to differentiate and distinguish public space from semi-public and semi-private space, 
to make it possible to use either formal or informal social control over those spaces in ways that prevent 
crime and antisocial behaviour developing or progressing unhindered. 

Most offences are committed because perpetrators enjoy opportunities: easy access, hiding places, absence 
of demarcation between public and private space, poor lighting and/or favourable landscaping. By 
understanding the motivation of potential offenders and counterbalancing it by specific physical security 
measures combined with real or symbolic design elements, this Technical Specification aims to assist 
designers, planners, estate managers and stakeholders in the area of crime prevention to: 

a) Define the protection measures most appropriate to the site.  

b) Influence decisions relating to building design, the layout of the site, landscaping, and other related details 
in order to make dwellings attractive and safe for inhabitants and unattractive targets for potential 
offenders. 

In residential areas with either individual dwellings and/or residential blocks, the purpose is not only to protect 
properties against burglary but also to prevent access by unwanted visitors, the illegal appropriation of space, 
degradation of the environment and to fight fear of crime.  

The design of the built environment can also influence individual perceptions of fear of crime (e.g. in dark 
footpaths), as perceptions of crime often exceed the reality. 

Recommendations relating to the planning of new and existing urban areas, ranging from a few streets to a 
city centre, an industrial estate, or a large open space for public use, are given in ENV 14383-2. 
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