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Foreword 

This document (CEN/TR 13910:2010) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 261 “Packaging”, 
the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes CR 13910:2000. 

This Technical Report defines and describes how to apply Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) to packaging and 
distribution systems. The expression "Life Cycle Analysis", applied in the EU Packaging Directive, is in this 
report considered as identical to the concept of "Life Cycle Assessment" in the EN ISO 14040 standards. 

This Technical Report has been prepared by the CEN Working Group, CEN/TC 261/SC 4/WG 1/TG 1, which 
has been considering the aspects of life cycle assessment specific to packaging, in order to fulfil the "Mandate 
200 rev.3 to CEN for Standardisation and a study related to packaging and packaging waste", requested by 
the EU Commission. 
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Introduction 

Packaging is an integral part of modern society providing means for protection, presentation, information and 
distribution of products to industry, trade and consumers. 

In 1994 the European Parliament and the European Council adopted a Directive on Packaging and Packaging 
Waste, covering all types of packaging placed on the market in the European Community and all packaging 
waste, whether used or released at the industrial, commercial, office, shop, service, household level or at any 
other level, regardless of the material used.  

The Directive aims to harmonise national measures concerning the management of packaging and packaging 
waste in order to, on the one hand, prevent any impact thereof on the environment of all Member States, as 
well as of third countries, or to reduce such impact, thus providing a high level of environmental protection, 
and, on the other hand, to ensure the functioning of the internal market and to avoid obstacles to trade, and 
the distortion and restriction of competition within the European Community. The two objectives are on an 
equal footing. 

Article 10 of the Directive states that the European Commission shall promote the preparation of European 
standards relating to the essential requirements referred to in Annex II of the Directive and, in particular, the 
preparation of European Standards relating to, among others:  

 criteria and methodologies for life-cycle analysis of packaging. 

The present Technical Report covers the work of CEN to meet that requirement. 
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