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European foreword 

This document (EN 16805:2015) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 136 “Sports, 
playground and other recreational facilities and equipment”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by June 2016 and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by June 2016. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent 
rights. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive 89/686/EEC, 
Annex II. 

For relationship with EU Directive 89/686/EEC, Annex II, see informative Annex ZA, which is an 
integral part of this document. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Turkey and the United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard specifies requirements and test methods for diving masks to protect the eyes 
of persons engaged in underwater activities where the user is breathing underwater. 

Full face and oro-nasal masks are not covered by this European Standard. 

2 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

2.1 
diving mask 
mask that seals on the face, that only covers the eyes and nose in a single volume 

2.2 
lens 
transparent part(s) of the mask which enables the user to see underwater 

Note 1 to entry: A diving mask can have more than one lens. 

2.3 
head strap 
device used to maintain the diving mask on the face of the user 

Note 1 to entry: The head strap may be adjustable. 

2.4 
buckle 
device allowing adjustment of the head strap tension 

2.5 
face seal 
part of a diving mask providing the seal against the face of the user 

2.6 
lens seal 
part of a diving mask providing the seal against the lens 

Note 1 to entry: The lens seal may also be part of the face seal. 

3 Safety requirements 

3.1 Design 

The mask shall not have any projecting parts, or corners and edges, which can injure the user. 

The mask shall be provided with means to allow the occlusion of the nasal passages, to aid ear clearing. 

All parts which have to be actuated by the user underwater shall be accessible and operable even when 
wearing protective gloves. (Three finger gloves 2

06+  mm thickness, doubled lined). These parts shall be 
designed such that the setting cannot be altered inadvertently during use. 
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